A comparison of sensory loss tests and histopathology in the diagnosis of leprosy.
Three different sensory loss tests, for anaesthesia to light touch, for diminished pain sensation and for loss of thermosensation, were compared with histopathological examination results in the diagnosis of suspected tuberculoid leprosy in 120 individuals with 126 lesions. Though none of the 3 tests used in this study was found to be strikingly superior to any of the others, the results indicate potentially important differences in their usefulness in different subgroups of suspected patients. The methodological problems inherent in such studies are discussed.